European Billiards & Snooker Association

Referees Scheme

Introduction

The object of this document is to standardise the training of referees, continually

monitoring their progress and to ensure that all candidates for referees examinations are examined to the same standard, thus ensuring that the highest possible standards are reached and maintained no matter where the candidate lives and no matter which class of referee he or she is aspiring to achieve.

The European Billiards and Snooker Association (EBSA) and the International Billiards and Snooker Federation (IBSF) stipulate that all matches played in their respective competitions are in the charge of an official Referee.

THE SYSTEM

The number of Referee Tutors nominated will be at the discretion of each Member Association or country but it is recommended that the maximum will be as follows:

Tutor – 1, Examiners – 4, Referees - 40

It is also expected, but not obligatory, that all persons nominated for a position should be of an age at which they can be actively involved in refereeing matters for a minimum of five years.

CLASSIFICATIONS

A new entrant will be required to attend classes of instruction prior to taking the Class 3 examination. The Referee Tutor or Examiner will be responsible for the instruction. Group sizes shall not exceed eight (8) in number for the purpose of instruction.

Class 3 Candidate

This classification may be awarded to new entrants who satisfactorily complete a referee induction course and complete a test to the satisfaction of an Examiner or Tutor.
Criteria: -

Rules of the Game

Match Preparation and Code of Conduct as defined in Appendix 'A'.

Class 2 Candidate

This classification may be awarded to a Class 3 referee, who has practised at this level satisfactorily for a minimum period of two (2) years and is 18 years of age or over.

The Class 3 referee must also satisfy the following criteria: -

Demonstrate an understanding of the best refereeing practice under observation

and match conditions.

Class 1 Candidate

This classification may be awarded to a Class 2 referee who has practised at that level for a minimum of two (2) years, with a practical examination as defined in Appendix 'B'.

Referee Examiner

This classification may be awarded to a Class 1 Referee, with no less than one (1) years experience in this class, who can demonstrate satisfactorily an ability to conduct examinations of Referees wishing to aspire through the Referees Scheme. Recommendation from his/her Referee Tutor will be a necessary prerequisite.

Referee Tutor

This classification may be awarded to a Referee Examiner, with no less than one (1) years experience in this class, who can demonstrate satisfactorily an ability to communicate knowledge and understanding of the rules of the game and best refereeing practice to those wishing to aspire through the Referee Scheme. The recommendation must be from his/her National Association.

Examinations

Applications for Examinations

Candidates wishing to be examined for the award of Class 3 certificate, or for upgrading from Class 3 to Class 2, must apply to their local Examiner (usually through a local Association or the National Association office), indicating the subject(s) to be examined. An examination fee may be charged (pass or fail). Candidates should study the Official Rule Book and attend Referees Seminars to ensure the best possible performance at their examination. A Referee Tutor or Examiner will conduct seminars.

Examination Criteria

It is the aim of the Referees Scheme that examinations are carried out in a fair and consistent manner and it will be the first task of the Examiner to endeavour to put the aspiring Referee at ease. Class 3 and Class 2 candidates will be examined one at a time and will be alone with the Examiner, although there may be a "Trainee Examiner" present as an observer. If more than one examination is to be held on the same day, candidates will be advised of the approximate time they may be expected to be called to avoid unnecessary waiting.

Class 3 Billiards and/or Snooker

Candidates will attend classes for a minimum of six (6) hours; divided into two or more sessions and then they may be examined. They will study the rules prior to the course.

Tuition will cover: Match Preparation, Knowledge of Rules, Code of Conduct, including dress, etc…

The examination will be oral and will be conducted on a billiards table so that actual situations can be demonstrated. Questions will be on straightforward situations and will cover the whole range of the rulebook. If the Examiner suspects that a candidate has made a guess at any answer, they will probe further to establish the true depth of understanding. There will be no trick questions. The candidate will be encouraged to ask questions of their own on any aspect of the rules on which they may be in doubt. After being awarded his/her certificate, the new Referees' progress will be monitored.

Class 2

After two (2) years from being awarded a certificate, subject to a minimum age of 18, a Class 3 Referee may apply for an examination for upgrading to Class 2.

The candidate will be expected to be fully conversant with all changes to the rules, which have been issued since the initial examination and their implications. He will be asked to explain how to deal with some of the more intricate situations, which can and do arise and the reasons for their decisions. It will be an essential part of the examination process that the candidate is observed in action and arrangements will be made for the Examiner to be present at a match where the candidate is officiating. Particular attention will be paid to pre-match preparation, dress, general demeanour and conduct, positional sense and confidence in making decisions.

For this purpose, matches must be official fixtures not less than the best of five (5) frames or in the case of billiards, a minimum 200 up or one-hour duration. The Examiner may find it necessary to ask the candidate to officiate at a further official match.

Class 1

The designation of Class 1 Referee will be awarded to Class 2 Referees who have satisfied an Assessment Board of their competence and experience at the highest level and who have at least two (2) years service in the Class. They will be expected to have made a positive contribution to the games of snooker and/or billiards in general and to the practice of refereeing in particular.  Assessments Boards for up-grading to Class 1 will be arranged by the relevant Tutor.
 This Board will consist of three (3) Tutors/Examiners, two (2) of who must be from outside the candidates' own area. The names of the Tutors/Examiners appointed to conduct the examination will be notified to the candidate in advance. The candidate will have the option to reject one (1) only of the panel of Examiners without giving a reason. In order to satisfy the Examiners, the candidate will demonstrate a full and comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the rules.   This will be assessed incorporating all aspects of Class 3 and Class 2 examinations, plus an in-depth discussion on all aspects of the rules, preparing for and officiating at a match as defined in Appendix 'B'.   A candidate will be up-graded following a unanimous decision of the three examiners.

Monitoring of the Scheme

Each Member Association will be responsible for monitoring the Scheme.  

The Authority for the issue of Certificates will be passed as follows:

European Billiards and Snooker Association

Member Association

Referee Tutors

Examiner

All requests for services of Tutors and/or Examiners anywhere outside their own National Region must be made through the European Billiards and Snooker Association.

The Referee Tutor will appoint his own local Examiners in conjunction with his National Association. The Referee Tutor will obviously also be an Examiner. 
Referee Examiners

These will assist the Referee Tutor in the task of examining. They will contribute to the quality of the examination and be fully conversant with all aspects of this Scheme.

Referee Tutor

The Referee Tutor will be the hub of the Scheme within each of the regions.   
The Referee Tutor will be responsible for recommending, from Referees of Class 1 status, candidates to become Referee Examiners.

Subscriptions

Each Member Association, in conjunction with the European Billiards and Snooker  Association, may set all examination fees and expenses at their own discretion.  Each new Member Association will be required to subscribe a one off registration fee of €30 EUR.

All individual certificates will be valid for a period of two (2) years.

APPENDIX 'A'

Match Preparation and Code of Practice for Referees 
Having accepted an engagement, the referee should arrive at the appointed venue not less than THIRTY minutes before the official starting time.

Preparation

White gloves should always be worn when handling the balls.

Check the spots by rolling the colours on to the spot several times.

Inspect all rests and ensure that the heads are quite firm. See that

there is a rest at each end of the table.

Check that there is a spider rest, extended spider and if possible, a

swan neck rest readily to hand.

Check that both Half and Full butts are satisfactory.

Check pocket nets and rails.

Check that the balls are clean.

In setting the table, group the red ball against the top cushion, then place the triangle over the balls, slightly lift the triangle from the bed of the table and move the reds into position. Place the triangle under the table, (or on the hook sometimes provided) but never on the light shade.

INTRODUCTIONS

Introduce yourself to the players and disclose any information regarding the spots, equipment or possible double baulk line marking.  State that you alone will be responsible for the removal of balls from the pockets, remind the players that they must nominate on your request, and having completed a stroke, players must leave the table clear for the next player.
Ascertain who will break and affix name cards to the scoreboard, giving the players names, pairs or teams as applicable.

In calling out the scores, the player (or team) in play must be called first.

Before the start of the match, the referee should clarify the names to be called. For team events, use the team name, not the players individual names.

In calling the score on request, state the score on the scoreboard, and then the break score. The same applies in an aggregate scores match; state the scores and not the difference between the scores.

Inform the audience of the match conditions, the players or the teams involved, the intervals agreed upon and who is to break.   
a) Referees should always carry a ball marker, pen and coin.

b) Referees should not anticipate the player's use of rest(s).

c) Do not let consideration for the spectators watching affect your correct standing position, but naturally one would stand to avoid obstruction if possible but it is essential that the referee is adequately positioned.

Should it become necessary for the marker to draw the referee's attention, the marker will call "CHECK", whereupon the referee will halt play and consult the marker.

PAIRS MATCHES

The referee must ensure that the marker makes a note of the playing order at the commencement of each frame.

APPENDIX 'B'

Practical Examination for Class 1

A Class 2 Referee must be observed refereeing a best of five frames or longer match.
The candidate at a snooker table shall explain how he or she would deal with more intricate situations and should be able to justify his or her explanation.

The candidate must be fully conversant with the current rules, recent amendments etc…

The Tutors/Examiners shall inform the candidate whether passed or failed and send all completed examination forms to the European Billiards and Snooker Referees Association Secretary and retain one copy for his own records.

APPENDIX 'C'

English Billiards

The rules and guidelines for examinations for Snooker Referees will apply to grading and up-grading of English Billiards Referees.

Most of the following only come by instruction and experience.

NEVER allow yourself to be dominated by players.

NEVER get into an argument with players and/or spectators.

If there is any doubt about a player having made a foul, such as a "Push Stroke", "Jump Shot" or hitting balls simultaneously, the Striker must be given the benefit of the doubt.

Correct Dress

Jacket or Blazer must be buttoned at all times whilst refereeing and you must ensure that your clothing does not contact balls when re-spotting colours, etc…

Wear cotton gloves - not nylon.

No drinking alcohol or smoking whilst on duty - including marking.

Whenever possible, whilst red balls are in play, keep number of balls in

pockets down to 2 or 3.

If you make a wrong decision, do not be afraid to change your mind.
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